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supervision of the national elections in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina in September 1998. In addi-
tion, the SFOR has contributed to efforts to
bring 31 persons indicted for war crimes into
custody in The Hague.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia is approximately 7,800—roughly one-
third of the number of U.S. troops deployed
with IFOR at the peak of its strength. The
U.S. forces participating in SFOR include
U.S. Army forces that were stationed in Ger-
many and the United States, as well as special
operations forces, airfield operations support
forces, air forces, and reserve component
personnel. An amphibious force under U.S.
control is normally available as a strategic re-
serve in the Mediterranean Sea, and a carrier
battle group remains available to provide
support for air operations.

All NATO nations and 20 others, including
Russia and Ukraine, have provided troops or
other support to SFOR. Most U.S. troops are
assigned to Multinational Division, North,
centered around the city of Tuzla. In addi-
tion, approximately 3,000 U.S. troops are de-
ployed to Hungary, Croatia, Italy, and other
states in the region in order to provide
logistical and other support to SFOR. Since
December 1997, U.S. forces have sustained
no fatalities.

A U.S. Army contingent remains deployed
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia (FYROM) as part of the United Nations
Preventive Deployment Force
(UNPREDEP). This U.N. peacekeeping
force, which includes some 350 U.S. soldiers,
observes and monitors conditions along the
borders with the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia and Albania. The UNPREDEP contin-
ues to play a key role in preventing the spill-
over of ethnic conflict from the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (FRY) into FYROM and
the region. In doing so, it has helped
FYROM become a bulwark against the
southward spread of the conflict in the FRY.
Several U.S. Army helicopters are also de-
ployed to provide support to U.S. forces and
may support UNPREDEP as required on a
case-by-case basis. The Security Council
voted December 4, 1997, to authorize an ex-
tension of the UNPREDEP mandate
through August 31, 1998. We are currently
exploring options regarding the extension of
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UNPREDEP’s mandate in light of the grow-
ing violence and instability in Kosovo.

A small contingent of U.S. military person-
nel also served in Croatia in direct support
of the Transitional Administrator of the
United Nations Transitional Administration
in Eastern Slovenia (UNTAES). These per-
sonnel were redeployed when the UNTAES
mandate expired on January 15, 1998; a fol-
low-on U.N. civilian police operation contin-
ues in the region.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord-
ance with various statutory authorities. 1 am
providing this report as part of my efforts
to keep the Congress fully informed about
developments in Bosnia and other states in
the region. I will continue to consult closely
with the Congress regarding our efforts to
foster peace and stability in the former Yugo-
slavia.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTe: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 22.

Memorandum on the Purchase of
Airline Tickets to Lebanon

June 19, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98-32

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Purchase of Airline Tickets to
Lebanon

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
49 U.S.C. 40106(b), I hereby determine that
the prohibition of transportation services to
Lebanon established by Presidential Deter-
mination 85-14 of July 1, 1985, as amended
by Presidential Determination 92-41 of Au-
gust 17, 1992, is hereby further amended to
permit U.S. air carriers to engage in foreign
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air transportation, solely through interline ar-
rangements, of passengers, including U.S.
and non-U.S. citizens, and their accompany-
ing baggage, to and from Lebanon and to
permit U.S. and foreign air carriers to sell
in the United States air transportation serv-
ices for passengers, including U.S. and non-
U.S. citizens, to and from Lebanon.

All other prohibitions set forth in the
above-referenced Presidential Determina-
tions, including the prohibition on direct op-
erations to Lebanon by U.S. air carriers, re-
main in effect.

Presidential Determination 95-42 is here-
by revoked. You are directed to implement
this determination immediately and to re-
voke effective immediately any regulations
inconsistent herewith.

You are further directed to publish this de-
termination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NoTe: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 22.

Remarks on Departure for Nashville,
Tennessee, and an Exchange With
Reporters

June 22, 1998

Tobacco

The President. Good morning. I'm about
to leave for Vice President Gore’s Family Re-
Union Conference in Nashville, something
that he and Mrs. Gore have done now for
many years, to discuss central concerns of
America’s families. And since we have been
here in the White House, we’ve often used
the conference as a springboard for new ini-
tiatives to strengthen our families and move
our country forward.

Today we're going to be talking about
health concerns of American families. Of
course, one of the biggest health concerns
is youth smoking, something we've been dis-
cussing a lot around here lately. We all now
know that 3,000 young people start smoking
every day, and that 1,000 will die earlier be-
cause of it, even though it’s illegal in every
State to sell cigarettes to young people.

That is why 3 years ago, through the Food
and Drug Administration, my administration
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began to act to end the practice of tobacco
companies marketing cigarettes to children
and why for the past year we’ve been working
so hard to forge an honorable and bipartisan
compromise to protect our children from the
dangers of tobacco.

A majority of the Senate now stands ready
to join us, but last week the Republican lead-
ership placed partisan politics and tobacco
companies above our families. Their vote was
not just pro-tobacco lobby; it was anti-family.
The bipartisan bill they blocked would not
only protect families from tobacco advertis-
ing aimed at children; it would protect chil-
dren from drugs, give low and middle income
families a tax cut by redressing the marriage
penalty, and make substantial new invest-
ments in medical research, especially in can-
cer research.

The congressional leadership seems will-
ing to walk away from its obligation to our
children, but this issue is too important to
walk away. We'll continue to move forward
on every possible front to protect children.

By the end of year, the FDA’s operation
to enforce its ban on tobacco sales to minors
will be active in nearly every State in Amer-
ica. And while we wait for Congress to heed
the call of America’s families, I'm instructing
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to produce the first-ever annual survey
on the brands of cigarettes teenagers smoke
and which companies are most responsible
for the problem. Parents, quite simply, have
a right to know. Public health officials can
also use this information to reduce youth
smoking.

The tobacco companies’ automatic and
angry dismissal of this new survey shows their
continued disregards for their children’s
health and parents’ concerns. We have a right
to know. For years and years and years, they
had information that proved tobacco was ad-
dictive and that demonstrated they were
marketing to children, and they didn’t think
we had a right to know that either. | believe
this is very helpful information, and we’ll do
our best to get good, accurate, honest data.

Once this information becomes public,
companies will then no longer be able to
evade accountability, and neither will Con-
gress. From now on, the new data will help



